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Grand Knight’s Report 

 
 
 
 
 

My Worthy Brothers, 

I want to thank all of you for making this a very successful year 
for our Council.   We were able to help many in our community 
through our acts of charity.  This included: 

• The St. Jude Open – where we helped a single Mom purchase 
a wheel chair van for her two disabled sons.  We also won the 
State award for the 2021/22 for the top community event for the 
prior St. Jude Open. 

• The Tootsie Roll Drive – where we raised over $6,000 to 
assist the mentally and physically challenged in our local community and in NH. 

• The Food Pantry with monetary donations,  monthly food collections, food baskets 
and numerous working parties to load and unload food shipments. 

• Blood Drives  

• People Helping People which included many small acts of kindness and many more 
I’m sure I’m not aware of.  

• Haven NH  
 

We also came together in Faith and for our Parish – including: 

• Weekly Rosaries 

• Respect Life Prayer service and support of local pregnancy care centers 

• Support for our 4 Seminarians and 1 Postulate.  

• Beautification of our Parish campuses  

• Serving our parish in many roles 
 

 Where there was a need, there was a Knight giving of their time, talents and 
treasures.  We did all of this with Brotherhood and fraternity.  You are a great group to 
work with and we don’t waste a lot of time and effort bickering with each or creating 
division in the group.  This makes my job easier and I’m very grateful for the group’s very 
positive dynamics.   

 I want to thank everyone who gave me a gift certificate for the State’s Laundry 
Basket program.   

                                  

(Continued on page 2) 
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State and District Contacts 

Grand Knight— Peter Richards (603) 382-4315 

 pmrpjs6@comcast.net 

Chaplain— Rev. Albert Tremblay, obl. SB 

                       (603) 382-8324 ext. 308 

 fr.albert@stluketheevangelist.net 

Deputy Grand Knight— Jack Brotz  (617) 875-3721 

 johnbrotz17@yahoo.com 

Chancellor— Michael Rametta  (978) 361-5946 

 ramettabiz@comcast.net 

Recorder— Andy Pellerin  (978) 376-1586 

                        andy.pellerin@comcast.net 

Financial Secretary— Dan Sullivan  (603) 770-4803 

                                     dans49@comcast.net 

Treasurer—Bill Tucker (603) 642-8152 

                        wtuckerrcc@aol.com 

Lecturer— Tom Cronin  (603) 382-4635 

 cronin.thomas.p@gmail.com 

Advocate— Joe Klimaszewski  (603) 362-9962 

                        jk22998@comcast.net 

Warden—Glenn Hughes  (603) 642-5641 

Inside Guard— Roland Richardson  (443) 848-3328 

                               rolarichards@aol.com 

Outside Guard— Art Nigro  (774) 292-9413 

 anigro1954@gmail.com 

Trustee Three Year— Jack Widman  (603) 489-3389 

 jhwidman1@comcast.net 

Trustee Two Year— Jeff Lozeau  (603) 661-8285 

 jlozeau@gmail.com 

Trustee One Year— Ed Wencis  (603) 362-5783 

 edw.wencis@gmail.com 

 

Program Director—Jack Brotz 

Membership Director—Dan Sullivan 

Faith Director— Jim Edwards (603) 642-5236 

 jimmy69180@hotmail.com 

Community Director—Tom Cronin 

Family Director—Roland Richardson 

Life Director—OPEN 

Vocations Chairman—OPEN 

Leadership Development—OPEN 

Knight in Shining Armor Chairman—Jeff Lozeau 

Public Relations—Peter Richards 

Retention Chairman—Jack Brotz 

Recruitment Committee— Jack Widman 
                                                      Ed Wencis 

                                                      Michael Rosa  (603) 458-5520 
 mrosa@enviromartindustries.com 

Immediate Past Grand Knight—Jeff Lozeau 

Columbian Club Trustees— Michael Rosa (term ends 2022) 

                                                         Peter Richards (term ends 2023) 
 Andy Pellerin (term ends 2024) 

2022-2023 St. Jude Council Officers and Directors 

State Deputy—Ray LeMay  (603) 674-0033 

State Chaplain—Rev. Aggie Jean, PSD  (603) 880-4689 

State Advocate—Jordan Ulery  (603) 882-8979 

State Secretary—Tim Kingsley  (603) 880-1732 

District Deputy— Mike O’Hare  (603) 679-9935 

 meoohare@comcast.net 

General Agent—Joseph P. DiCalogero, FIC  (603) 458-6408 

Field Agent—Kevin Brown (603) 305-0204 

 kevin.brown@kofc.org  

 

 Finally I want us to continue to focus on adding new members and encouraging existing Brothers to become 
more active in our Council.  This will continue to be our #1 priority as a Council during the rest of my term for this 
fraternal year.  As a side note, the Council’s first newsletter appeared in the bulletin over New Year’s weekend.  The 
newsletter is another way to keep up our Council’s visibility in our Parish and to encourage our Parish members to join 
us in our good works.   

              

Vivat Jesus! 
Peter 



Upcoming Council and Parish Events 
 

 

Every Thursday—Rosary 

St. Luke the Evangelist Parish, 12 Amesbury Road, Newton, NH 

Council members meet at the parish church in Newton at 7 PM each Thursday to pray the Rosary. The third Thursday 

of each month is a Rosary for Life and will feature additional prayers for the protection and sanctity of life. 

 

Saturday, January 21—St. Jude Open Kickoff Meeting 

St. Luke the Evangelist Parish Hall, 8 Atkinson Depot Road, Plaistow, NH 

The first planning session for the 2023 St. Jude Open will take place at 9AM this morning. If you would like to get 

involved in this year’s tournament, or if you’ve helped in past years and have some advice to offer, be sure to attend this 

meeting. 

 

Friday, January 27—Red Cross Blood Drive 

Newton Town Hall, 2 Town Hall Road, Newton, NH 

The Council will be sponsoring a Red Cross blood drive from 12 PM to 5 PM this afternoon. To make an appointment, 

visit www.redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-REDCROSS. If you are able to assist at any point during the afternoon, please 

contact John Tucker. 

 

Wednesday, February 22—Ash Wednesday 

Check the parish bulletin as this date approaches to learn when Masses will take place to mark the beginning of Lent. 

 

Saturday, March 18—St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 

St. Luke the Evangelist Parish Hall, 8 Atkinson Depot Road, Plaistow, NH 

For the first time since 2019 the Council will be hosting an Irish dinner in the Parish Hall in Plaistow. If you are 

interested in helping with this dinner, DGK Jack Broz will be getting things started with a planning meeting on 

Saturday, January 28 at 9 AM in the church hall in Plaistow. 
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Best wishes to all those who are celebrating  a 
birthday this month! 

Don Gallant 
William Moran 

Bob Nadeau 
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Knights of Columbus 

Council # 6617 

Business Meeting Minutes 
 

The meeting was held January 9, 2023 at Holy Angels Church Basement & over the internet via Zoom 

Worthy Grand Knight, Peter Richards, called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM. 

Officers (11), Members (6), Guest (0) and District Deputy not present: 17 total  
 
1. Call to Order 

Brothers, we are about to open this council meeting.  

Officers: 
P - Peter Richards, Grand Knight (GK) 

P - Jack Brotz, Deputy Grand Knight (DGK)  

P - Mike Rosa, supplies Chaplain’s message 

E - Fr. Albert, Chaplain 

P - Michael Rametta, Chancellor 

P - Andy Pellerin, Recorder 

P - Dan Sullivan, Financial Secretary (Zoom) 

E - Bill Tucker, Treasurer 

P - Thomas Cronin, Lecturer 

A - Joseph Klimaszewski, Advocate 

P - Glenn Hughes, Warden  

A - Roland Richardson, Inside Guard 

P - Art Nigro, Outside Guard 

P - Ed Wencis, Trustee                       

P - Jeff Lozeau, Trustee 

E - Jack Widman, Trustee (Zoom) 

 

Additional Members Present: 

Jim Edwards 

Paul Caron 

John Tucker 

Harlan Cheney (Zoom) 

Tom Mealey (Zoom) 

Brian Lessard 

 

Guests Present: 

Gerard Lyons, potential Knight transfer 

 
2. Opening Prayer  

Brothers & guests, let us invoke the Divine blessing as our Chaplain leads us in the Lord's Prayer. 

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance (USA) or Patriotic Display of Loyalty 

Brothers and guests, please join me in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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4. Approve Minutes of Prior Meeting 

 The minutes of the previous meeting were transmitted to all members. 

 Are any corrections or additions required?  

•  No Corrections needed 

•  Motion to accept made by Mike Rosa 

• Second by Paul Caron 

• Motion Approved 

 

5. Chaplain's Message (by Mike Rosa) 

 Worthy Chaplain, please enlighten us with your message.  God bless the Knights of Columbus! 
 

Mike did a Rosary Check: $1 if member present did not have his rosary beads. Reminder, this money goes to 

the Liberty House which administers to the needs of homeless vets. This is part of the Catholic Charities! 

Money was collected and given to the Financial Secretary. 

Note: We are looking for a new recipient for 2023 collections. Mike Rametta will submit a motion next 

meeting for “Camp Hope” as a suggestion.  If anyone else has a suggestion, be ready to submit a motion. 

 Our Supreme Knight - Patrick Kelly, wrote in his December Report - The Source of Unity. He recited a quote - 
 taken from the Second Vatican Council's Pastoral Constitution. 

 "All of Human Life, whether individual or collective, shows itself to be a dramatic struggle between good and 
 evil, between light and darkness".  

 That passage was written nearly 60 years ago, however, those words still hold true today. Christmas can be an 
 occasion of great happiness and togetherness. But for many, it can also be a time for stress and anxiety, such as 
 division within our families.  As Knights, we are called to the spiritual battleground to bring about greater unity 
 in our families. 

 The Knights of Columbus was founded upon the principles of "Unity and Charity". Unity before Charity - which 
 is often acclaimed as our first principle.  The principle of Fraternity was added several years later. 

 Unity is a precondition of our many works of Charity.  Because without Unity - Charity cannot truly be achieved 
 to its fullest extent.  

 We unite as fraternal brothers - to do the Good we have Chosen to do. 

 
6. Grand Knight's Report 

 Editor’s note: The text of this report has been moved to page 1.                                           

 

7. Financial Report 

 Worthy Treasurer, please report the council's financial status.  

 Council Financial Report was not given by Bill Tucker as he is still out of country. Dan Sullivan mentioned we 
will be ready for the audit early this week. 

 Columbian Club Financial Report was given by Peter Richards. A new Trustee is needed and will be discussed. 
 

8. Membership Report (by Financial Secretary) – Admissions and Retentions 

 Worthy Membership Director, please give us your report and present applications for new members and 
 transfers.  

 Nothing to report at this time. 

 

9. Other Reports 

Worthy Program Directors, please report on upcoming events! 
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Programs: Faith, Community, Family and Life 
Faith – Chair of this Program – Jim Edwards 
Community – Chair of this Program – Tom Cronin 
Family – Chair of this Program – Roland Richardson 
Life - Chair of this Program – Vacant 

 
Committees & Projects Reports by DGK 

• Thursday Night Rosary continues - 7:00 pm Mary Mother of the Church in Newton. Remember the Rosary on 
the third Thursday of the month is be prayed for a respect for all life, conception through natural death. Sept 
15 this month. As always, Knights attending is always encouraged. 

• St. Luke’s Monthly Food Drive for Pantry food drive continues to bring large donations of food for the Food 
Pantry. Thanks to all distributing grocery bags at the third weekend masses and collecting donations and 
getting it loaded into the pantry. Art Nigro, Tom Cronin, and Glenn Hughes had a good rhythm going with this 
program and it has been quite successful. 

 
 December Program Updates:  

 
• Haven House - Chairperson - Mike Rametta – gave an update about their affiliation with “Camp Hope”. 
• Neighbor Helping Neighbor – Chairperson - Ed Wencis – still helping woman in Kingston NH who has lots of 

needs. No other neighbors have been lined up that require assistance. 
• Christmas Baskets – Great job to all that helped collect 15 baskets, many Knights showed up to help. 

 
Upcoming events being worked on: 
 

• Easter Baskets – Chairperson - Jeff Lozeau – Meet Jeff @ 8:30 AM on TBD at Market Basket in Plaistow to 
collect 15 dinners this year.  

• Painting the Parish Hall - This is a huge undertaking that will be completed in phases. Determining the Phases 
of completion / dates / materials needed is being worked through. Start date is TBD. Does anyone know of a 
parish member who is in the painting business and would be willing to guide us. More to come. 

• SJO (annual Golf Tournament) – Chairman - Andy Pellerin -setting up this year to spread the work among 
many; thanks to all that will participate. Putting all procedures used in the past together for what is required 
for this event. Meetings will continue as required. Peter Richards will send an email to all members and other 
volunteers from the past to attend a kick-off meeting Jan 21, 2023 @ 9:00 AM in the Plaistow Church 
basement. Andy will bring donuts! 

• Blood Drive – Chairperson - John Tucker – next event is 27 January 2023, Friday from noon to 5:00 PM – 
Newton Town Hall – thanks for his dedication to setting up, scheduling, and expanding this program. John is 
looking for volunteers to help register donors as they arrive. After this one, the next will be in Atkinson NH 24 
March 2023. The goal is to increase the number of blood drives to 3 - 4 times per year! 

• KofC Community Scholarships - Award 2 scholarships to Sanborn and Timberland High Schools. One each. The 
program is meant to build awareness of the Knight of Columbus. We will use our own Application. Will be using 
$1000 from monies collected at Newton Olde Home Days Food Tent - Scholarships applications have been sent 
to both Timberlane and Sanborn HS. We will receive completed applications in Feb 2023. Jack Brotz will be 
putting together a group to review and select the scholarship winners. More to come. 

• Dinners are Back - We have received permission from Fr. Albert to use the Parish Hall in Plaistow for a March 
18th St Patty’s Day Dinner. Jack Brotz will be setting up a meeting 28 January 2023 @ 9:00 AM in the Plaistow 
Church basement to begin to plan. 

• What’s the Scoop Presentation – Jim Edwards has the certificates ready for these employees who for a few 
years donated their tips to the Food Pantry. Presentation may occur at the next Business Meeting or be held at 
the company site with pictures added to the local newspaper. 
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Fourth Degree  
Worthy Fourth Degree Representative, please give us your report. No Report. 

 
Insurance Agent  
Worthy Insurance Agent, please give us your report. No one attended or reported. 

 
District Deputy  
Worthy District Deputy, please give us your report. Report was not given. 

 
10. Unfinished Business (motions carried over from previous meetings) 

The following motion was tabled at a prior meeting. I now reopen it for discussion and vote: 

• Motion by Peter Richards for an amount not to exceed $375 from the General Funds to the Liberty House in 
Manchester NH. These funds were collected and earmarked during our “Rosary Check” held at each business 
meeting during 2022. Collections through November 2022 was $327.00. Collections from this meeting in 
December 2002 will be added to this amount. Total in 2022 is now $362. Liberty House is located at: 221 
Orange St. Manchester NH 03104. In 2023, we will be looking for another worthwhile organization to donate 
to. 
• Motion was second by Jeff Lozeau. 
• Motion was tabled from the January 2023 Business Meeting. 
• Motion Passed. 

 

• Motion by Dan Sullivan for an amount of $0 from the General Funds to “Create a New Council Policy for the 
funding of unbudgeted Donations/Requests”. This “Policy” will be stored on the Council Web Page for record 
keeping and easy access. 
• Motion was second by Jeff Lozeau. 
• Motion was tabled from the January 2023 Business Meeting. 
• Motion Passed. 

 
• Motion by Jeff Lozeau to Review and Accept the 2023 Charity Budget. Jeff reviewed in detail the changes and 

additions for the 2023 Charity Budget.  
• Motion was second by Jack Widman. 
• Motion was tabled from the January 2023 Business Meeting. 
• Motion Passed. 
 
No other old business to discuss! 
 

11. New Business (new motions approved by all Trustees) 
Worthy Financial Secretary, please present any bills not previously approved for payment. 

I will now entertain new motions. 
 
• Motion by Jeff Lozeau to change the date range of the Council’s Fixed Expense Budget to follow the Calendar 

year vs. the Fraternal year starting with the current budget. This allows it to be in-line with the Charity budget. 
• Motion was second by Peter Richards. 
• Motion Passed. 

 
 The Business meeting was temporarily Adjourned at 7:35 PM to enter the Columbian Club meeting to discuss 
 the following motion. 
 



• Motion by Peter Richards to ask if anyone was interested in becoming a Trustee of the Columbian Club. Peter 
Richards and Andy Pellerin are the existing Trustees and Mike Rosa term is up. Andy Pellerin nominated Mike 
Rosa for another 3-year term. No other nominations were made. 
• Motion was second by Jack Brotz. 
• Motion is tabled to the February 2023 Business Meeting. 

 
 The Columbian Club meeting was Adjourned at 7:38 PM to re-enter the Business meeting. 
 
 Other New Business: 
 

• Mike Rametta generated a new prayer for the Council for 2023 (see attached). He also renewed the Councils 
membership into the St. Jude League. 

• Mike Rametta also passed around an invitation to join the Men of St. Joseph group (MoSJ). They meet every 3rd 
Saturday of the month in the Plaistow Church basement. New members are welcomed. 

 
 

12. Good of the Order 
We will now recognize the outstanding accomplishments of our members: 

Family of the Month Award – Nothing to report 

Knight of the Month Award – Nothing to report 

Other Awards – Nothing to report 

 
13. Lecturer’s Reflection (by Lecturer) 

Let us now listen to the Worthy Lecturer's Reflection.  

 Why Are so Many People Homeless in the First Place? See page 10.  

 

14. Grand Knight’s Summary 

• Council had submitted a donation to the Special Ed. Department at Timberlane HS from its success with the 
Tootsie Roll Campaign. Thank you notes received from some students were passed around.  

• A card was received from the Birth Right group in Derry NH thanking us for the donation.  
• A Perpetual Mass Card was received from Brother Tom Mealey. 

 
15. Closing Prayer (including intentions for sick or distressed members): Prayer for Canonization of Blessed Michael 
McGivney or Litany of Blessed Michael McGivney 
 

Before proceeding to the closing prayer, let me ask: Does any brother know of a member of this council, or 
brother of the Order, or others who are sick or in distress?  

Names mentioned were: 

Luke Matthews 

Tom Cronin 

Gordie Lewis 

Jim Glendye 

Paul Caron 

Matt Lamothe 

Barbara Lawrence 

Gail Collins 

 

4 Hail Marys were said! 
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These names will be added to the Prayer Requests section of the uKnight.org website. 

Worthy Chaplain, please lead us in the Prayer for Canonization of Blessed Michael McGivney (or Litany of 
Blessed Michael McGivney) as we pray for the distressed and close this meeting. 
 

16. Adjournment  

I declare this meeting adjourned! 7:54 PM 

Tabled Motions 
 

 

The following items of new business were tabled at the January business meeting.  

They will be brought to the floor for a vote during the February meeting, scheduled for  

Monday, February 6 at 7 PM in the parish hall in Plaistow and on Zoom. 

Columbian Club Trustee: 

A new Trustee has to be elected to replace Mike Rosa, whose term expired at the end of 2022. The new 

Trustee will be elected for a three-year term, which will conclude at the end of 2025. 

Mike was nominated for re-election at the January meeting and he accepted the nomination. The council will 

enter a Columbian Club session at the February meeting to vote on the new Trustee. If you have any 

questions, either on this vote or about the Columbian Club in general, please contact one of the other 

Trustees, either Andy Pellerin or Peter Richards. 

THANK YOU to everyone to helped purchase dinners for 

the Food Pantry at Thanksgiving and Christmas time last 

year. We were able to provide 31 dinners at a time when the 

pantry was facing incredibly high demand and reduced 

supply of some items. 

 

The Council will be doing another shopping run for Easter 

dinners on Friday, March 31 at 8:30 AM at the Plaistow 

Market Basket. 
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Lecturer’s Report 
by Tom Cronin 

 

 
Article by John Horvat II,  December 22, 2022  
 

Why Are so Many People Homeless in the First Place?  
 

Tens of thousands of people sleep outside on the city’s streets.  

Experts estimate there are more than 40,000 homeless people in Los Angeles alone. For years, former 
mayors—seemed to encourage the situation by offering money, aid, and services to the ever-growing homeless 
population without requiring much commitment to reform. Meanwhile nearby homeowners are saddled with 
increasing crime, unhealthy conditions, and property tax. 

 

Out of Sight and Out of Mind 

People want action. Visitors are shocked to see such squalor in a modern American city.  

For these reasons, new mayors issue executive orders to provide temporary housing for the homeless by 
putting them in leased apartments and motel rooms making them out of sight and out of mind. 

Such strategies fail to address to causes of homelessness.  

These throw-money-at-the-problem solutions do not answer the question: Why are there so many homeless people in 
the first place? 

 

The Tragic State of the Homeless 

To answer this question, the first consideration must be a proper evaluation of who makes up the homeless 
population.  

A large portion has mental health issues and thus cannot work steadily. Over the decades, progressive 
governments have deinstitutionalized these people needing help. This move condemned them to the streets, 
where they harm themselves and others. 

Others are drug addicts who are unable to work steadily. Progressive governments have provided them with 
free needles and other aid that facilitates their drug habit.  

Other homeless people are children of misfortune, living without family, friends, or roots. They have 
developed disordered habits over the years where they learned to live in a world without work, purpose, or 
responsibilities. They live in the shadows of society with no path to a better future. 

 

This is a Human Not a Housing Problem 

Putting these people into decent housing will not resolve the problems. It will only make them worse. Unless 
the homeless commit to reform, they will bring their disorder into the new housing and even damage it. 

This is a human problem, not a housing problem. As seen in places like New York City, the mentally ill will 
reject the housing and return to the street where they will be less restricted. Drug addicts will bring their 
drug culture into these new spaces. Countless homeless programs have failed because the homeless tend to 
avoid or oppose them.  
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Satisfying material needs is not enough. Homeless people are often flooded with material goods, food and 
money to the point where they throw away food and blankets because they have too much.   

Any change must be in the human heart, with people seeking to change bad habits for good ones. There must 
be proper care for those with mental issues. Drugs and bad work habits cannot be rewarded. An effective 
program requires the effort and suffering of the homeless in order to change their ways. 

However, addressing these problems of the heart still does not answer the question: Why are there so many 
homeless people in America today? 

 

Homeless People Without Homes 

The answer is simple. There are so many homeless people because they do not have homes. 

Homes, not housing, are what’s missing. A house is a physical structure that shelters someone from the 
elements. A home is a social unit formed by a family living together in a place. The home contains the 
relationships that tie one to another in times of happiness and misfortune. The home is a safety net that 
prevents the proliferation of the homeless plight. 

The government is doing everything possible to destroy the family by actively promoting abortion, same-sex 
“marriage” and moral depravity. Destroy family structures, and society falls apart as it is in the process of 
doing now. Take God and His moral law out of human hearts, and all will decay. 

Without homes, the homeless will proliferate yet more, and there will never be enough money or government 
programs to take care of these individuals without fathers, mothers, children or God. 

Homes keep people from becoming homeless. A healthy family is always the best place to turn in times of trial. 
This vital social unit is the only real solution to the scandalous legions of homeless found all over the nation. 

The poet Robert Frost said it best: “Home is the place where, when you have to go there, they have to take you 
in. It is something you somehow don’t have to deserve.” 
 

Vivat Jesus! 

Peter Richards recently presented donations to the Haverhill Clubhouse 

(left) and Kimi Nichols Center from the Council’s 2022 Tootsie Roll Drive. 

The Timberlane High special education program and NH Special Olympics 

also benefitted from this fundraiser. 

Keep an eye on your email and 

this newsletter in the months 

ahead for information on the 

2023 Tootsie Roll Drive. 



St. Jude Council 6617 

PO Box 589 

Plaistow, NH 03865 

Check us out online for more photos, information, and past newsletters!   

www.kofc6617.org 

Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney 

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you 

called your priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life 

and to lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor. Through the example 

of his life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his 

commandment of charity and building up his Body which is the Church. Let the 

inspiration  of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we 

may continue his work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that 

you glorify your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth according to 

the design of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present.  

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


